
Embassy Kinshasa Student Visa FAQ 
 

What is a student visa? 
  
If you would like to study as a full-time student in the United States, you will need a student visa. There 
are two nonimmigrant visa categories for persons wishing to study in the United States. These visas are 
commonly known as the F and M visas. 
 
You may enter in the F-1 or M-1 visa category provided you meet the following criteria: 
 

 You must be enrolled in an "academic" educational program, a language-training program, or a 
vocational program 

 Your school must be approved by the Student and Exchange Visitors Program, Immigration & 
Customs Enforcement 

 You must be enrolled as a full-time student at the institution 

 You must be proficient in English or be enrolled in courses leading to English proficiency 

 You must have sufficient funds available for self-support during the entire proposed course of 
study 

 You must maintain a residence abroad which you have no intention of giving up 
 
The F-1 Visa (Academic Student) allows you to enter the United States as a full-time student at an 
accredited college, university, seminary, conservatory, academic high school, elementary school, or 
other academic institution or in a language training program. You must be enrolled in a program or 
course of study that culminates in a degree, diploma, or certificate and your school must be authorized 
by the U.S. government to accept international students. The M-1 visa (Vocational Student) category 
includes students in vocational or other nonacademic programs, other than language training. 
 

What are the legal requirements to obtain a visa to study in the United States? 
 
An applicant applying for a student visa must meet the following requirements: 
 

(1) Acceptance at a school; 
(2) Possession of sufficient funds; 
(3) Preparation for course of study; and 
(4) Present intent to leave the United States at conclusion of studies. 

 
If an applicant fails to meet one or more of the above criteria, the visa must be refused under section 
214(b) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). 
 

What is the I-20, “Certification of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status”? 
 
When you are accepted into a Student and Exchange Visitor Program-certified school, the designated 
school official will issue you one of two forms: 
 



 The Form I-20, "Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student Status – For Academic 
and Language Students." 

 The Form I-20, "Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant (M-1) Student Status – For Vocational 
Students." 
 

Except for the name of the form, the information on both forms is the same. A student and the 
student’s dependents must have a Form I-20 to apply for a student visa, to enter the United States and 
apply for benefits. 
 
You will need the Form I-20 for any of the following: 
 

 Paying your I-901 Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS) Fee: You will receive 
a Form I-20 from a designated school official from every school that accepts you. Use the Form I-
20 from the school you decide to attend to pay the I-901 SEVIS Fee. 

 Entering the United States: Bring your Form I-20 with you when you enter the United States. 
You will present it to U.S. Customs and Border Protection officers at the port of entry when you 
arrive. You may arrive up to 30 days before the start date listed on your Form I-20. 

 Applying for a driver’s license or Social Security number: If you need to apply for a driver’s 
license or Social Security number, you may need to bring the Form I-20 with you to prove you 
are legally enrolled in a program of study. 

 

What is the SEVIS payment? 
 
The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and the Department of State deployed SEVIS in January 
2003. SEVIS is a web-based information system that tracks and monitors F, M, and J nonimmigrants and 
dependents throughout the duration of approved participation within the U.S. education system or 
designated exchange visitor program. SEVIS maintains records on these nonimmigrants and receives 
updated information from schools and sponsors, such as changes of domestic address and in program 
study. SEVIS also maintains information on the schools, exchange visitor program sponsors, and their 
representatives (i.e., designated school officials, responsible officers, and alternate responsible officers). 
 
You must pay the SEVIS fee before you can apply for a visa at a U.S. embassy or consulate. To pay this 
fee visit www.FMJfee.com. Once you pay your I-901 SEVIS Fee, you must print the receipt as proof of 
payment and take it with you to your visa appointment and when you travel to the United States. 
 

What specifically am I expected to demonstrate at the visa interview? 
 
To qualify for a student visa, you are expected to demonstrate the following during the visa interview: 
 

 You are a legitimate student, prepared to study in the United States.  

 You have the means to financially afford your studies and your stay in the United States. 

 You intend to return to the Democratic Republic of the Congo after the conclusion of your 
academic program. 

 
Each one of these items will be assessed individually, and failure to satisfy the adjudicating Consular 
officer on any of these will result in a visa refusal. 

http://www.fmjfee.com/


 

How do I show that I’m prepared to study in the United States? 
 
A large part of the visa interview will be focused on the actions you have taken to prepare yourself for 
studying in the United States.  
 
Academic programs in the United States are extremely demanding, especially if English is not your 
native language. Have you attempted to study English previously? If not, what are your plans to learn 
English? If you’re just planning on attending an English language program, how does that fit with your 
future plans? It’s extremely difficult for a Consular officer to be convinced that you will obtain a high-
level academic degree in the United States if you have never attempted to study English previously.  
 
Additionally, a successful applicant needs to credibly explain why a U.S. academic degree will further 
their academic and professional goals. Just saying that “the U.S. has the best education system in the 
world” does not come off as credible. Be prepared to talk about why you chose this specific program, 
why it will enhance the goals you have set for yourself, and why it fits with your educational 
background. 
 
Finally, what else have you done to prepare and apply for U.S. academic programs? Have you taken the 
SAT? If you do already have some English, have you taken the TOEFL? Have you researched any possible 
scholarships to help afford your studies? 
 
In short, if you’re truly a legitimate student who intends to undertake studies in the United States, that 
should come through during the visa interview. 
 

How do I show that I can financially afford my studies in the United States? 
 
Higher education in the United States is extremely expensive. Many Americans spend decades paying off 
loans they accrued to put themselves through school. As such, we expect that foreign students have at 
least put some thought into how they will finance their studies. Just saying, “money’s not a problem,” or 
stating that an extended relative will finance the academic program is not credible. Legitimate students 
will be able to talk about possible academic scholarships they’ve applied for, or how their family has 
begun saving money to pay for the costs of an academic program. In short, an applicant’s credibility is 
vital. Adjudicating officers know that educational programs are expensive, so what steps have you taken 
to cover those costs? 
 

What can I do to prepare for my student visa interview? 
 
If you’ve prepared yourself to truly study in the United States, that should come through at the visa 
interview. There’s no way to prep for specific questions – you shouldn’t have stock answers that you’ve 
rehearsed ahead of time since Consular officers can detect these sorts of answers and they detract from 
your credibility.  
 
The best advice is to relax, be prepared to speak about what you intend study, the program you 
intended to pursue, and how you are going to use your degree in the future.  Don’t just push documents 
under the window, look at the officer and speak about your educational plans and intentions. 



 
What documents are required for the visa interview? 

 
Applicants for a student visa should bring the following documents to their visa interview. Documents 
outside of those listed below are generally not necessary:  
 

 Passport (including any passport containing a prior U.S. visa) 

 Form I-20, "Certificate of Eligibility for Nonimmigrant Student Status"  

 Financial records to help demonstrate that the student has the means to afford studies in the 
United States 

 Form I-766, "Employment Authorization Document," (applicable for certain Student Visa 
renewals) 

 Proof of admission to or enrollment in U.S. school 

 Receipt that the student has paid the required SEVIS fee 

 
Why does it seem so difficult to get a student visa at U.S. Embassy Kinshasa? 
 
Recent data published by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security shows that in 2016, 39.65% of 
student visas issued to citizens of the Democratic Republic of the Congo were misused with the visa 
holders overstaying the terms of their visa. In the context of these incredibly high figures, it’s extremely 
important that adjudicating Consular officers put considerable effort into determining the true intent of 
the student visa applicant.  

 
Why was my visa refused? 
 
Many student visas are refused because the visa applicant was unable to successfully demonstrate that 
they are prepared to study in the United States, and that they have a present intent to return to the DRC 
after their academic program concludes. Credibility is key – if the officer suspects that you are not being 
truthful and that you have spent more time preparing for the visa interview then preparing to actually 
study in the United States, the visa will be refused.  

 
Can I apply again for a student visa after my refusal? 

 
You are legally permitted to apply again as long as the I-20 is still valid. However, adjudicating Consular 
officers all use the same legal standards, and a previous decision is not likely to be overturned without a 
significant change in the applicant’s situation. 
 

If I’m issued a Student Visa, how long is it valid? 
 
Per the current visa reciprocity agreement between the United States and the DRC, the visa is only valid 
for 30 days. If you apply for the visa more than 30 days before the start of your academic program, the 
visa will be expired before the program start date. You should consider this timeframe in your overall 
preparations. 
 



I was issued a student visa. Can I take my family with me? 
 
Per current U.S. immigration law, your legal spouse and children under the age of 21 can travel with you 
to the United States on F-2 visas. However, you must demonstrate that you have the financial means to 
support your family in the United States during your entire course of study. This is an extremely high 
burden, especially since they will be unable to be employed in the United States, and your options for 
employment are limited. 

 
After receiving my student visa, when can I travel to the United States? 
 
You cannot enter the United States more than 30 days prior to your program start date. These dates will 
be indicated on your I-20. 
 

Can I work on my student visa in the United States? 
 
F-1 students may not work off-campus during the first academic year, but may accept on-campus 
employment subject to certain conditions and restrictions. After the first academic year, F-1 students 
may engage in three types of off-campus employment: 
 

 Curricular Practical Training (CPT) 

 Optional Practical Training (OPT) (pre-completion or post-completion) 

 Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) Optional Practical Training 
Extension (OPT) 

M-1 students may engage in practical training only after they have completed their studies. 
 
For both F-1 and M-1 students any off-campus employment must be related to their area of study and 
must be authorized prior to starting any work by the Designated School Official (the person authorized 
to maintain the Student and Exchange Visitor Information System (SEVIS)) and U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS). 
 

I’ve already attended school in the U.S. on my student visa and would like to 
renew it. What is the procedure? 
 
Individuals who wish to renew their student visas should follow the instructions listed on the Embassy 
website at: at https://cd.usembassy.gov/fr/visas-fr/nonimmigrant-visas-fr/. Student visa renewals 
should also bring their most recent academic transcripts to the visa interview.  
 

Can I remain in the United States after I finish my educational program? 
As a non-immigrant visa holder, you are expected to return to your country of origin after your academic 

program in the United States is completed. Indeed, part of qualifying for the initial visa is demonstrating 

to the Consular officer that you do intend to return to apply your education and skills to the 

advancement of your own country.  

 

 

https://cd.usembassy.gov/fr/visas-fr/nonimmigrant-visas-fr/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


